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Construct was a practice-led research project established to investigate three-
dimensional cloth as subject matter for surface pattern design. The research aimed 
to challenge the dominance of material-inspired surface pattern design, such as 
reproduced digital photographs of stone and wood, within the interiors industry. The 
research process employed the skills of drawing, rhythm building and compositional 
complexity to drive innovative pattern-making, rather than digital reproductions of 
materials. 

This process is outlined and analysed in Farley’s journal article ‘Cloth as Pattern: the 
Visual Language of Weave for Print Design’ in Drawing: Research, Theory, Practice, 
Volume 4 Number 1, pp.109-119 doi: 10.1386/drtp.4.1.109_1. 

The research project aimed to develop pattern as a visual language inspired by 
constructed cloth. Drawing, printing and other processes were explored with the aim 
of evoking the sense of constructed textiles without simply reproducing their image. As 
a result, the process of image making developed an alternative language for material-
inspired pattern, a new reading of the surface and structure of the cloth/textile for 
surface pattern design. The resulting collection is informed by, but not a duplication 
of, the source material. The Construct collection comprises of three designs in repeat: 
Twist, Flow and Grid, and one placement print: Check.

The collection was launched at London Design Festival in September 2015 in 
collaboration with the laminate manufacturer Formica. The designs have been 
manufactured by Formica and The Window Film Company from 2015 and are still 
available to order, as well as being made available for bespoke applications. The 
designs won an industry award in 2017 in collaboration with The Window Film 
Company.

1. SUPPORTING STATEMENT

Fig.1 Construct fabrics

https://nua.repository.guildhe.ac.uk/id/eprint/17263/
https://nua.repository.guildhe.ac.uk/id/eprint/17263/
https://doi.org/10.1386/drtp.4.1.109_1
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Fig.2 Cloth and drawing

In response to the rise in ‘fake’ digitally printed surface 
designs of wood and stone in the interiors market,
Farley investigated the potential for a new and original 
language more appropriate to domestic materials
featuring, but not copying, woven cloth as surface design 
patterns. She was inspired by the diagrammatic
qualities contained within black and white historic 
photographs of bobbin lace-making and by Augustus Pugin’s
and John Ruskin’s belief in ‘truth to materials’.

Drawing and printmaking as practical methods of research, 
acted to observe and express the qualities of yarn woven into 
cloth, not to imitate but to evoke a spirit of fabric. Bespoke 
tools were made to test the concept of yarn weaving over and 
under as two-dimensional graphic diagrams. The result was a 
range of hand-made forks as drawing utensils that provided 
further research avenues of familiar objects in unfamiliar 
contexts.

The conversation between cloth as inspiration and mark-
making as the process of investigation generated the narrative 
to question and develop solutions for contemporary textile-
inspired pattern. The motifs and visual rhythms explored yarn 
qualities and weave structures, with the evolution of repeat 
structures and a conclusion of a collection of repeatable 
surface designs.

Farley has written about the research process in ‘Cloth as 
Pattern: the Visual Language of Weave for Print Design’ in 
Drawing: Research, Theory, Practice, 4:1,pp.109-119 (April 
2019) doi: 10.1386/drtp.4.1.109_1. 

2. RESEARCH PROCESS

Fig.3 Sketch/workbook

Fig. 2 Cloth and 
drawing

Fig.4 Sketch/workbook
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Fig.5 Sketch/workbook Fig.6 Sketch/workbook
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Fig.7 Drawing ‘fork’ and ‘yarn’ patterns in sketch/workbook Fig.8 Yarn patterns in sketch/workbook
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Fig.9 Work in progress Fig.10 Card frames and twisted threads, print made from far left draft



Kate Farley							       Output Reference: NUA-KFA-01			     					                  6

Fig.11 Print build 3 Fig.12 Example of a Construct pattern silkscreen
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Fig.13 Construct collection material samples, laminate and cloth with colour 
references

The process of image-making developed an alternative language for 
material-inspired pattern, with ways of seeing and drawing woven cloth as 
visual references. 

The Construct collection comprises of three designs in repeat: Twist, Flow 
and Grid, and one placement print: Check. It was launched as a bespoke 
design solution, reacting to and utilising innovative industry manufacturing 
opportunities and providing a print to order service.

Designs developed from the research have been manufactured by Formica 
and The Window Film Company from 2015 and made available for bespoke 
applications. Samples were also exhibited in partnership with Surface 
View, a company specialising in print on vinyl, in order to demonstrate the 
versatility of the graphic patterns on a range of surface outcomes. 

3. RESEARCH INSIGHTS
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Fig.14 Launch publicity

In collaboration with laminate manufacturer Formica and Surface View, the 
collection was launched at London Design Festival in September 2015 .
Designs developed from the research have been manufactured by Formica and 
The Window Film Company from 2015 and are still available to order, as well as 
being made available for bespoke applications. 
Industry award: Construct designs received a House Beautiful award in 2017 
for their part in the collaboration between Kate Farley and The Window Film 
Company.

Farley presented a paper at the FTC Futurescan 4 conference at Bolton 
University, held by the Association of Fashion and Textile Courses in January 
2019 Constructing pattern: a new language of cloth. 

Farley’s designs from the Construct series have been produced as cushion 
covers and fabric by the metre as well as on laminate for interiors and 
notebooks. Images of the collection have been reproduced in numerous 
newspapers and magazines, including The Daily Telegraph, Home & Interiors, 
Home Beautiful, Period Living.

Construct drawing and designs were exhibited as part of Arts Council funded 
project Ambiguous Implements at Contemporary Forward, Touchstones 
Rochdale Art Gallery  April – June 2018 and subsequently at Blnk Space 
Gallery, Roco Sheffield July 2018; B&B Project Space, Folkestone October 
-  November 2018; Vittoria Street Gallery, The School of Jewellery, Birmingham 
City University, November – December 2018

Farley, K, ‘Cloth as Pattern: the Visual Language of Weave for Print Design’ in 
Drawing: Research, Theory and Practice, 4:1 pp.109-119 (April 2019).

4. DISSEMINATION

http://www.contemporaryforwardrochdaleartgallery.org
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Fig.15 Press release for launch Fig.16 Industry Trend Publication© Trend Bible AW2017-18
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Fig.17 The Window Film Company Fig.18 Feature in The Daily Telegraph, Saturday 3rd October 2015
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Fig.19 “Best of British Design”, Period Living, May 2016. Fig.20 Feature in Period Living, Feb 2016
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Fig.21 Reviewed by Lucy Johnstone in Feast (online journal supported by HLF 
and Arts Council) published by Podia, Manchester http://feastjournal.co.uk/
about/ with three illustrations http://feastjournal.co.uk/article/eating-at-sea/

Fig.22 House Beautiful May 2016.

http://feastjournal.co.uk/about/ 
http://feastjournal.co.uk/about/ 
http://feastjournal.co.uk/article/eating-at-sea/
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Fig.23 The Simple Things, November 2016. Fig.24 Tektura’s blog post review of London Design Festival 2015

Fig. 22 Fiera, January 2016.
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