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In 2014 Wilsher was invited to stage a solo show of his work by the curator of the Minories in 
Colchester. The project developed from Wilsher’s study of the coverage of contemporary art in 
newspapers and his socially-engaged art practice, to research the bricolage of artworks that the 
people of Colchester select to adorn their homes. It investigated how fine art tropes filter through to 
the products of industrial mass culture and researched the aesthetics of a locality, individual tastes and 
subjectivity filtered through the mechanisms of contemporary capitalism. The grammatical error of the 
exhibition title explicitly and ironically references Joseph Beuys’ declaration that ‘every human being is 
an artist’.

Wilsher defined the parameters of the research, recruited and briefed twenty volunteers. He promoted 
the project in local media, to local community groups and through gallery circulation lists to encourage 
public involvement. Wilsher and the team visited over 150 homes in a three-month period (April to June 
2015) and documented over 2000 artworks in Colchester homes through conversations, by identifying 
how the artwork was acquired and photographing it in context. From this documentation Wilsher 
selected works and curated the exhibition. 

The research functioned as a community-engaged participatory project with insights that documented 
and displayed the domestic aesthetics of the Colchester area; this was the element that local media 
responded to and promoted. However, it also explored the wider social and commercial forces that 
impact on individual tastes and self-expression, informed by Wilsher’s doctorate and ongoing research 
into the sociology of the artworld, and how art is consumed outside the gallery. For example, his 
display highlighted the relationships between ancient sculpture and Garden Centre statuary, between 
MC Escher prints and a Minecraft© poster.

The exhibition was open from August to October 2015, covered in local media and reviewed in Art 
Monthly.

1. SUPPORTING STATEMENT

Fig.1 Installation shot of the entrance to the exhibition
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The exhibition title explicitly references Joseph Beuys’ declaration that 
‘every human being is an artist’. However, in this context it reflects that 
such agency not so easily conferred, although the notion of curating is 
widespread.  The research was informed by De Certeau’s (1984) proposal 
that cultural consumption is active, that consumers select, pick and 
choose, from cultural products that are designed to be consumed whole. 

2. RESEARCH PROCESS

Fig.2 Minories Press release
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Fig.3 Article in The Colchester Gazette 24 March 2015 Fig.4 Briefing sheet for volunteers (1 of 4)
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Fig.5 Data log (1 of 6)

Fig.6 Initial outline of project timetable

Fig.7 Sketch and notes for exhibition
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Fig.8 Documentation images 

The research documented the domestic aesthetics of areas of Colchester and considered issues related to the selection and consumption of artworks in the 
home. Wilsher developed a successful process for community engagement with an art project and local gallery. His curation connected fine art tropes to the 
products of industrial mass culture and expanded his socially engaged art practice.

3. RESEARCH INSIGHTS
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Fig.9 Documentation images 
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Fig.10 Documentation images 
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4. DISSEMINATION

Fig.11 Exhibition installation shots 

26 works were selected, borrowed and displayed in the exhibition at the Minories galleries from 29 August to 24 October 2015

Leaflet guide to the exhibition with a text by Wilsher

Essex County Standard newspaper 7 August 2015 featured the upcoming exhibition, including interviews with lenders to the exhibition, pp. 35-37

BBC Radio Essex interview with Mark Wilsher on the Tony Fisher show 2/9/15

Art Monthly Talk Show on Resonance FM Interview with Mark Wilsher
12th October 2015 https://www.artmonthly.co.uk/magazine/site/events/category/talk-show/

Reviewed by Matthew Bowman in Art Monthly 390, October 2015

https://www.artmonthly.co.uk/magazine/site/events/category/talk-show/
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Fig.12 Exhibition installation shots 



Dr Mark Wilsher        Output Reference: NUA-MW-01                        10

Fig.13 Exhibition installation shots 
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Fig.14 Exhibition installation shot Fig.15 Exhibition installation shot 
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Fig.16 Exhibition Leaflet/1 Fig.17 Exhibition Leaflet/2
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Fig.18 Exhibition Leaflet/3

Lorem Ipsum

Fig.19 Feature in the Essex County Standard newspaper 7 August 2015 
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